
Master of Chemistry: rules and guidelines for graduation 
(Valid starting the Spring semester of 2014/2015)

Abbreviations used:
FE = Final Exam, FEC = Final Exam Committee.

The diploma can be graded if the final exam is successful. (The final exam is unsuccessful if one of
the parts is missing or insufficient.)

Ingredients deriving from the curriculum of the program:
1.) Thesis work: in third and fourth semester, two-level grading. For students starting in the academic 
year 2013/2014, 30 credits for thesis work are accounted following thesis defense and grading.
2.) Thesis dissertation: five level grading.
3.) Final Exam: five level grading. Pre-degree final certificate with number and distribution of credits 
conforming the requirements of the degree program (Absolutorium) is a prerequisite of the FE.

Topics offered for thesis work are advertised on the homepage of the Institute as well as on dashboards
of the Institute and the departments. (Deadline for announcement is 15th of April in each academic 
year, responsible person: head of the department.)
In case of thesis work conducted externally or by a supervisor not being a staff member of the Institute 
of Chemistry, it is mandatory to name an internal consultant. The internal consultant must be appointed
from the department at which the FE is going to take place.
Study administrator at the Institutional level must be informed not later than the second workday of the 
second week of the study period on the following: the fact of having registered for thesis work, name of
the supervisor (and, if necessary, name of the internal consultant), subject of the thesis. The student is 
supposed to report on the above to the study administrator personally. The student is liable for all 
possible disadvantages resulting from non-compliance.

Thesis dissertation:
Written report based on scientific literature studies as well as experimental and/or theoretical work 
conducted personally on a topic related to the subject of the department. (see ELTE Organizational and 
Operational Regulations, Section 76: "The thesis is an academic paper written for the completion of 
studies, with its content in accordance with the training programme’s requirements")

Full range: 40-70 pages.
Formal requirements:
- A4-size pages, single spacing, 12 points font size, 2.5 cm bottom, top and side margins.
- A thesis less than 40 pages can not be accepted; a thesis over 70 pages may result in bad score. Over 
70 pages important and useful details for understanding, additional results, diagrams can be included in
appendix. Page limit does not apply to appendices, they are free from the risk of loosing score for sheer
length.
- Structure of the dissertation is not determined strictly, it must however conform international 
standards of the relevant field, including the chapter naming and arrangement. Proposed formatting:

Front page (sample available for download at the homepage of the Institute); 
Acknowledgments;
Table of Contents;
Abbreviations (if applicable);



Introduction; Literature review; Overview of preliminary work; objectives;
Experimental part / Materials and methods / Theoretical work, computations;
Presentation and evaluation of results, conclusions;
One-page summary (available for download at the homepage of the Institute, a 
conference-like extract);
Bibliography;
"Declaration" on the originality of the thesis (available for download at the website of 
the study administration office; bind this in the thesis following the Bibliography)

[Supplement: section 492, § 3 of the ELTE Organizational and Operational Regulations on accepting 
high score papers submitted at the Faculty Conference of Scientific Students’ Associations  (TDK).]

Conditions for admitting the thesis:
The Institute can admit the thesis if the supervisor (in case of the supervisor not being a staff member 
of the Institute of Chemistry, the supervisor and the internal consultant) gives his/her consent by 
signing the document available for download at the homepage of the Institute.

Diploma grading:
Three grades are contributing to the final grade of the diploma: grade for thesis dissertation, grade for 
the defense of the thesis and grade of the oral FE. Corresponding weight factors are 1, 1 and 2.

Grading of the thesis dissertation:
Suggestion is given by an independent reviewer(s), final grade is given by the FEC.

The final exam consists of thesis defense and the oral FE (see ELTE Organizational and 
Operational Regulations, Section II.552 § 79 (5) for more).
The final exam committee is delegated by the department to which the supervisor belongs (in 
case of a supervisor not being a staff member the department of the internal consultant is 
decisive). This committee announces the FE and supervises all steps of the graduation process. 
A written permission of the Education Committee is needed to get exemption from these rules.
Changing the discipline of the FE is not possible after the absolutorium is issued.

Defense of the thesis:
Getting an absolutorium is a prerequisite. Defense takes places in front of the FEC and the 
members of the department. Duration per person is 20 minutes (about 15 minutes of lecture + 5 
minutes discussion).
oral FE: Getting an absolutorium and submitting a thesis dissertation is a prerequisite.

Timing and organization of graduating at the MSc level in Chemistry
1.) Deadline for submitting a thesis dissertation is the second workday of the last week of the study 
period. Two printed copies in hard cover binding and one electronic copy must be submitted to the 
study administrator of the Institute who will forward it to the relevant head of department.
2.) Department heads pass the thesis dissertation to an independent reviewer who reports on the thesis 
and proposes a grade based on settled criteria. The final grade is determined by the FEC.
3.) The date of defense and oral examination is set by the Chair of the FEC.
In the winter exam period, procedure and timing are adjusted to Faculty level deadlines.

Education Committee


